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tracts for garbage reduction have been awarded in other
cities there has rarely been any real competition^ and an ex-
amination of the stockholders* lists will usually disclose that
local politicians are prominent. If one may Judge from the
tenacity with which those companies that have the awards
strive to hold on to them and to have them renewed for
term after term, one must conclude that they are in all
probability quite as profitable as any other municipal con-
tracts. One reason for the common failure to obtain real
competition in this matter may be found in the policy of
awarding contracts for short terms. No private company
is ready to erect a reduction plant unless it is assured of at
least a ten-year term; hence, when proposals involving a
shorter term are called for, no bidders other than the com-
pany already in possession of the plant are able to submit
reasonable figures. Cities have been forced to go into these
agreements rather blindly, and so are probably paying more
for the service than it is really worth.

MUNICIPAL SEWEBAGE: HISTORY, DESIGN, ANB

CONSTRUCTION

In addition to the rough waste that has to be collected
bodily and carted off, there is the fluid waste commonly Sewers and
known as sewage, which must be taken care of in a different historical"
way.    This is the most dangerous of all the wastes of civili-
zation.   From earliest times its safe removal has been
regarded as important in all large centres of population.
There were public sewers in ancient Rome, some of them.
very large.    One of them,  the famous Cloaca Maxima?

of collection is about $2.50 per ton, and tlio expenses of reduction are rated

at a little less than this figure, without, however, including iatorest upon.
investment in the plant, allowance for depreciation, or anything in lieu
of taxes. As the proceeds from the sale of grease and tankage amount to
but little ovor $150,000 per annum, the Bet cost of municipal collection
and waste disposal is in any case a very substantial sum. It is unquestion-
ably less, however, than would have to be paid to a private company for
these combined servicos.